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“No one lights a lamp and puts it
under a bowl; instead, he puts it on
the lampstand, where it gives light
for everyone in the house.”
Matthew 5:15

DAY 1

Opening of the Seminar
Article Provided By:
Newsletter team

The 1st SSpS International Seminar for the
Communications Coordinators was opened on 1st
October 2018 at the SSpS Generalate in Rome.
39 participants from various SSpS provinces
and regions were welcomed by the Generalate
Community. The opening Eucharist was celebrated
by Fr. Arlindo Diaz SVD and concelebrated by
Fr. Darwin Antony. The theme for the 3-week
long seminar is Communication at the Service
of Communion: “Your Light must shine before
people”, which was highlighted during the Mass
by a short video introduction, homily, hymns and
prayers. The offertory procession emphasized the
significance of Media and Technology in our lives
as religious missionaries living in international
communities around the globe. It was a special
moment when Fr. Arlindo blessed the congregation
at the end of the Mass using the symbol (a lighted
glass globe lamp).
After the Mass, the participants, along with the
CLT members, proceeded to the seminar hall
in a procession carrying the symbol and five
other lamps representing five continents. Sr.

Maria Theresia Hörnemann, the Congregational
Leader, then welcomed the participants. Other
CLT members were also present – Sr. Mikaelin
Bupu, Sr. Mary John Kudiyiruppil, and Sr. Eleonora
Cichon. Orientation to the programme and the
house followed.
Sr. Marides Santos, the Congregational
Communication Coordinator, along with the team,
Sr. Ana Elidia Caffer Neves and Sr. Gini George
have been preparing for this seminar with the
support of the Congregational Leadership Team,
Sr. Monika – the Generalate Community Leader –
and other Sisters in the Generalate Community.

DAY 2

The Foundations of Communication
Article Provided By:

Sr. Edita Vera, Sr. Christa Petra,
Sr. Jaroslava Starsia, Sr. Maria Vianney,
and Mr. Andrew Dixon III
The group began the day with faith-sharing on the
the feast day of the Guardian Angels, followed by
a creative morning prayer. Later, Sr. Ana Elidia
Caffer Neves SSpS started the topic “Theological,
spiritual and anthropological foundation of
Communication related to our identity as SSpS ”.
After the introduction of the theme, Sister invited
the group to do a communication exercise dynamic
in which the participants learned that each one
has their own way of communicating, depending
on the surroundings, culture and situation.
The first part of the presentation, Sister shared
the basics of communication and its meaning.
Followed by a profound reflection on theology and
the Trinitarian Spirituality. It is touching how the
Father communicates with the Son and the Holy
Spirit and this is poured on us, challenging us to
effectively communicate the Gospel by our lives.
In the afternoon, Sr. Ana Elidia continued the
third part of the topic “SSpS Identity” calling the
participants’ awareness about the whole journey of our Congregation. The presentation ended with a
group reflection on “What topic, characteristic, priority and which way through communication do we,
Missionary SSpS, want to make a difference in the face of the great challenges that humanity
faces today?.
The day was crowned with the Holy Eucharist.
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DAY 3

Communication & evangelization from
the vision of St. Arnold & the Church today
Article Provided By:

Sr. Pushpa Rani, Sr. Jose, Sr. Maria da
Graça, Sr. Vera Wen Yuan, Sr. Aldona
and Sr. Petronela
The session started with an invitation from
the liturgy team to follow Jesus joyfully and
enthusiastically. The speaker of the day was
Fr. Jürgen Ommerborn SVD. He commenced
his topic about “The Church’s understanding
of evangelization today” taken from the point
of view of different documents of the Church.
Evangelization is the proclamation of Christ by
word and the testimony of life in the spirit of
dialogue.
Prayer should accompany the journey of
missionaries so that the proclamation of the word
will be effective through God’s grace. Fr. Arnold
wanted to evangelize all people, not only the
pagans. Nowadays for us, mission has its place
among the migrants and refugees; the big cities
and the remote areas; among the poor and the
wealthy.

involved in the evangelization through the service
at the printing press and by writing animating
letters.

He concluded his presentation by giving us
encouragement to joyfully continue the service
of communication. After taking time in the group
to discuss some points about the Manual for
Communication and Technology, we celebrated
Fr. Jürgen presented the person of Fr. Arnold as
the Holy Eucharist enlivened by songs in diverse
the great communicator. Even before starting the
languages.
mission house, he was already publishing various
magazines and prayers. This passion was shared
The day ended with lovely presentations from four
with the brothers and our first sisters, who were
different SSpS provinces/regions.
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DAY 4

The Person of the Communicator
in Consecrated Life
Article Provided By:

Sr. Raquel María, Sr. Katarína, Sr.
Malgorzata, Sr. Calista, Sr. Tessy
The day started with a meaningful prayer
connecting with nature and creation because of
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. Today’s resource
person was Sr. Bernadette Reis FSP. She was
introduced by the animation group as a famous
communicator especially in Rome.
The morning session started with video
presentation on revolution of modern world in
media and communication. And then, Sister talked
about the meaning of verbal and iconic languages
and about the culture of the communication.
The second part of the session started with Sr.
Bernadette’s personal reflection in her own call
as communicator of the Gospel. Furthermore, she
invited us to become more aware of our call to
be a communicator. Our task is to communicate
God to others. To fulfil this task, we need to be in
relation with ourselves. Jesus is an example of a
perfect communicator who used different ways to
communicate with people. Like Jesus we have to
be communicators of the Father to others.
The session finished with open discussion.
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DAY 5

Language and Print Media
Article Provided By:

Sr. Rosalie, Sr. Maria Marta, Sr. Liz, Sr. Rani,
Sr. Eden, Sr. Veronika

The day began with a meaningful prayer
highlighting the 15th anniversary of the
canonizations of Sts. Arnold Janssen and Joseph
Freinademetz. Ms. Patricia Stortz led the first
session. Her vast experience in the area of
communication, particularly on networking,
collaboration, language, and technology was
evident and inspiring. She spoke about the
internationality of SSND (School Sisters of
Notre Dame) congregation, of which she is the
communication coordinator. She emphasized
that in an international/intercultural congregation,
learning the language is a must for every member
starting from the initial formation. She explained
the importance of language translation during
international meetings. She also discussed about
the different features of the SSND website that
facilitates information in different languages.
For the second part of the morning, with much
enthusiasm, Fr. Sonny de Rivera SVD presented
about the importance of print media. He traced
its history from the first book published to the
dawn of electronic and digital media. He also
shared about his experiences as the editor of
Arnoldus Nota – the official newsletter of the
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Society of the Divine Word. Before closing his
session, he provided time for the participants
to ask questions and share their insights and
experiences on the given topic.
In the afternoon, Sr. Marides discussed about
the system of translation in our congregation,
highlighting the important role of the
communication coordinator in this process. She
reminded the participants that one of the goals
in the SSpS Communication Plan is: “Materials
intended for all members of the Congregation
are translated into the respective languages of
the Provinces/Regions”. Valuing every member
of the Congregation is the principle behind this
goal; ensuring that every Sister benefit from the
resources that are intended to enrich and sustain
them in the religious missionary life. There was
also a discussion on the contribution of the
provinces and regions in the SSpSWW Newsletter
and its translation to different languages.

DAY 6

Print, Digital, Visual and Graphic Art
Article Provided By:

Sr. Cynthia and Sr. Clara

the group with a simple dynamic of drawing a
banana on a small strip of paper, then to draw
one’s passion on the other side of the sheet.
Having stimulated the group, he stressed that art
is creative and expressive. “There is no such a
thing as ugly or bad art…let your inside passion
come through,” he quipped.
He moved on to the history of graphic design,
the industrial revolution in the area of
communication the various aspects of visual arts
and how graphics enhance communication. He
offered valuable and practical tips on designing
Province bulletins, producing videos, and the
importance of using colors to transmit emotions.
He shared some soft wares for effective video
production and images. He closed the session
with an offer to help the group for the duration of
the seminar.
Andrew Dixon’s competence, simplicity,
commitment, passion for the mission that US
Province does were powerful message that got
everyone’s ears and hearts.

The 6th day started with the Eucharist with the
generalate community. The liturgical group led the
session with a special invitation to the Spirit for
guidance throughout the day.
Sr. Ana Elidia followed with a quick review of the
week as lived and shared and invited the group
to keep the spirit of prayer and silence in all the
experiences.
Andrew Dixon III, participant from the US Province,
a graphics artist with ten years of experience,
expertly engaged the seminar to explore the
marvels of PRINT, DIGITAL, VISUAL and GRAPHIC
ART. Combining theory and practice, he stimulated
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Sr Mikaelin Bupu then oriented the group to
the afternoon recollection—“Find time to rest,
to review Week 1 and listen to new insights,
challenges and opportunities that are emerging…
and be with THE COMMUNICATOR—JESUS, the
WORD of GOD.”

