PENTECOST NOVENA

Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit

Call to Widen
the Circle of Communion

Sr. Ana Elídia C. Neves (Brasil North)

INTRODUCTION
This Pentecost Novena is an initiative of the CLT to help us prepare to
celebrate the feast of Pentecost, taking from our own heritage as
Missionary Servants of the Holy Spirit.
The content of the gatherings was drawn from the document of our
Congregational Directions in the spirit of the 14th General Chapter
and inspired by the encyclical letter Laudato Si’, of Pope Francis.
Each day of the novena proposes the deepening of a certain aspect
of the Congregational Directions and maintains the following
structure:
1. Opening prayer for all the days;
2. Introduction of the day´s theme;
3. Reading and deepening of a biblical text;
4. Reflection and sharing;
5. Prayers of the Community and
6. Closing Prayer for every day.
The sisters who prepare the novena may adapt its content to the
community reality and create a better dynamic and enrich it with
songs and expressions from where they live.
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Preparation of the Novena
The community prepares the chapel or prayer room in creative ways.
We suggest making a circle with string, tape, string or coloured wool
and within the circle, in large letters the phrase "Call to widen the
circle of communion" and, for each day of the novena add a lighted
candle. In addition, according to the theme of each day, you can add
the bible and some symbolic objects related to the action of the Holy
Spirit.

Gesture of Commitment
To help us bring to life what we pray during the novena, we suggest
making a symbolic and prophetic gesture that somehow gives
tangible form to one of the proposals of the Congregational
Directions.
This gesture can be a community response to a situation of injustice
or need in the area where the community is located, it can also be an
act of solidarity with people or groups living in situations of neglect
or lack in the vicinity or the country, or internationally.
The gesture should be the result of community discernment and be
carried out with the participation of the sisters, within the
possibilities of the community and the way that it sees would fit the
local reality.
If necessary, the community can meet outside the celebration time
of the novena to decide the practical aspects of carrying out the
chosen gesture.
The purpose of this gesture is to concretely experience community
discernment and to encourage the community to take steps that lead
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to widening the circle of communion, possibly changing their
structures and opening up to real situations that challenge their
consistency in the experience of communion with God, with creation
and with people inside and outside the Congregation.

Extending solidarity
To give mutual joy we encourage each community to share the
gesture they performed, sending a brief account to the PLT or RLT.
The PLT or RLT in turn publishes for all the sisters a brief summary of
what was experienced in the province and also sends it to the CLT.
The CLT collates an overview of the most significant gestures to
publish in the Congregational newsletter, so that all rejoice over the
action of the Spirit at our solemnity of Pentecost.

Abbreviations used
Humankind As the novena was composed from the text of our
Congregational Directions, quotations are indicated with the
abbreviation CD.
There are also several quotes from the encyclical of Pope Francis
Laudato Si', indicated as LS, followed by the document's paragraph
number.
There is one quote from the apostolic exhortation of Pope Francis,
Evangelii Gaudium, indicated by the initials EG.
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OPENING PRAYER (for every day)
Leader: Let us begin our Pentecost Novena by invoking the Holy
Trinity.
All: In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Song: Veni Creator, Sequence of the Holy Spirit or another song
related to the Holy Spirit.
Leader: Lord, send forth your Spirit and all shall be created!
All: And you shall renew the face of the earth.
Leader: Let us pray:
All: O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts
of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be
truly wise and ever rejoice in His consolations, through Christ
Our Lord. Amen.
Leader: United with all missionary Servants of the Holy Spirit in the
five continents, and with all people who seek a world of
peace and justice, we ask the light of the Holy Spirit to widen
the circle of our communion with God, with creation, the
marginalized and excluded, within the congregation and
with others. (Cf. CD)
All: "Communion and mission are profoundly interconnected". (CD)
Leader: O Holy Spirit who hovered over the chaos before the creation
of the universe and gave shape to the Creative Word of the
Father, encompassing all creation in your light and your love,
create in us a warm and inclusive heart, able to love and
respect all creatures, peoples and cultures.
All: Send your Spirit, Lord, and renew the face of the earth!
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CLOSING PRAYER (for every day)
Leader: Holy Spirit, send us your gifts of wisdom, understanding,
knowledge, fortitude, counsel, piety and fear of God.
Imbued with your love, let us be a sign of the tenderness and
mercy of the Triune God.
All:
Holy Spirit, bond of love and communion
between the Father and the Son in the Holy Trinity,
pour out over us your light and transforming power.
May we live in profound communion
with God, with creation,
with the marginalized and excluded,
with our Congregation
and with all people of good will
who from their cultures, languages and religions,
contribute to humanity
to become one single family.
Leader: May the Lord bless and guide us in the way of peace and
communion.
All: In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Final song of your own choosing.
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PENTECOST NOVENA
First Day
The Call to Widen the Circle of Communion
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: Our Congregational Directions say that “our story begins in
the loving heart of the Triune God”, (CD) out of the
communion of love between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
From the Trinitarian dynamism the universe emerges in a
constant process of expansion. Life is born as an expression
and communication of God's creative power that penetrates
and imbues everything, inviting all creation to participate in
the life of communion.
All: We are called to participate in the Trinitarian life and widen the
circle of communion.
Leader: “Love is both the movement inward to deeper communion
and outward – inviting others into this communion”. (CD)
All: O Triune God, make us grow in love so as to participate in your
Trinitarian life and widen the circle of communion.

WORD OF GOD
Leader: St. John invites us to experience communion with Jesus and
the Father, the source of all life. To live and communicate
the Trinitarian communion is our complete joy.
Song to acclaim the Word of God (freely chosen)
Reader: Reading from the First Letter of St. John (1 Jn 1: 1-4).
Moment of silence to internalize the Word.
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DEEPENING THE WORD
Leader: "God created the world through his Word and vivified the
universe through his Spirit. In his boundless love, he called
all peoples to union with himself in life and glory.” (Prologue
Const. SSpS).
Reader 1: As Missionary Servants of the Holy Spirit we are called to
live in deep communion with God and with one another
so that, strengthened by the bonds of love and mercy, we
may expand our consciousness and widen the circle of
our communion with all creation. (Cf. CD)
All: In your love, O God, may we respect and take care of your
creation.
Reader 2: “Our Charism calls us to serve those who most need to
receive the good news of God's all-inclusive love”. (CD) Our
communion with God is expressed in our love and
commitment to the marginalized of our society and to the
excluded.
All: In your love, O God, may we be at the service of life and of all
who suffer.
Reader 3: “We are called to join hands with all those who are inspired
by the same Spirit, such as our lay partners in mission and
those who belong to other organisations, cultures and
religions.” (CD)
All: In your love, O God, may we be a bond of union and friendship
between peoples.
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SHARING LIFE
•

How do the Word of God that we heard and our
Congregational Directions show what it means to be in
communion?

•

How are we sharing and communicating our life in
communion?

THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: Our communion with the Holy Trinity is manifested in the
quality of our presence wherever we are. Let us ask the light
of the Holy Spirit that we may manifest the merciful love of
God that embraces all creation, peoples, cultures and
religions.
All: Holy Spirit enlighten us with your gifts.
(Repeat after each prayer.)


Holy Spirit, give us wisdom to broaden our consciousness and
realize the deep interconnection between all things, as members
of the great web of life.



Holy Spirit give us understanding to discern God's plan, to
become your collaborators in your creative action, acting
promptly in situations where life is threatened.



Holy Spirit, guide us with your counsel that we may act according
to the ethics and the principles of the Gospel, placing the
legitimate interests of humanity and our common home above
all.



Holy Spirit give us fortitude to overcome the temptations of
consumerism and the culture of the throw-away society. May we
never use the resources of nature in an irresponsible and trivial
way.
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Holy Spirit give us the gift of knowledge to grow in understanding
of the universe, using the technological breakthroughs in our
service of the small and the poor, opening the doors of knowledge
to the excluded and marginalized.



Holy Spirit give us the gift of piety so that we see in the simplest
creature, the immensity of God's love, singing with gratitude to
the Triune God who calls us to share in his life.



Holy Spirit give us the gift of the fear of the Lord so that with
reverent awe, we discover your presence throughout the
universe, filling it with life and tenderness, bringing to the Father
a song of praise.

The community can continue with spontaneous prayers.
Song according to choice (optional)

CLOSING PRAYER (p.5)
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PENTECOST NOVENA
Second Day
The Holy Spirit is the Protagonist of Mission
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: The Holy Spirit is the protagonist of our mission and brought
the Church to birth. Sent into the world by the Father, the
Holy Spirit continues the mission of Jesus to establish the
Reign of God. We, the Spirit’s servants, are also called to be
"accomplices" and to share "in her mission, drawing all into
deeper communion with God". (CD)
All: “Empowered by the Spirit sharing Good News among peoples”.
(14th SSpS General Chapter)

Leader: Only with the power of the Holy Spirit at work in each of us
can we incarnate the Gospel in our own lives and "be the
good news we proclaim". (CD)
All: “Empowered by the Spirit sharing Good News among peoples”.

WORD OF GOD
Leader: The disciples of Jesus, gathered in the upper room,
experienced the transforming power of the Holy Spirit that
impelled them to proclaim the Gospel to all peoples.
Song to acclaim the Word of God (according to choice)
Reader: Reading of the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2: 1-12).
Moment of silence to internalize the Word.

DEEPENING THE WORD
Leader: “We, SSpS, are part of a Church that goes forth as a
community of missionary disciples who take the first step,
who are involved and supportive, and who bear fruit and
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rejoice”. (CD) Together with the whole Church, the Spirit calls
us to an ongoing pastoral renewal and to enter into a new
chapter of evangelization marked by enthusiasm and vitality.
(Cf. EG / CD)

Reader 1: We are accomplices of the Holy Spirit when our life and our
actions are in tune with God's plan. When the will of God
becomes our greatest desire and the work of God is our
greatest joy.
All: Holy Spirit, transform my will and my way of acting into an
expression of your love.
Reader 2: We are accomplices of the Holy Spirit when, because of the
Gospel, we enter into solidarity with all people living in
extreme poverty, violence, exclusion and marginalization.
All: Holy Spirit, transform my will and my way of acting into an
expression of your love.
Reader 3: We are accomplices of the Holy Spirit when we take our
missionary vocation and put all that we are at the service
of evangelization, seeking to build new relationships
rooted in the mercy of God.
All: Holy Spirit, transform my will and my way of acting into an
expression of your love.

SHARING LIFE
•

How do I see the role of the Holy Spirit in the Pentecost
narrative?

•

How do I allow the Holy Spirit to be the protagonist in my
personal life, in my community and my/our mission?
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THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: The Holy Spirit is the protagonist of our life and mission. The
Spirit sustains the Church and makes our efforts and search
for life, peace and justice bear fruit. Let us pray for the
discernment, courage and boldness to accomplish what the
Spirit truly wants of us.
All: Holy Spirit, expand our consciousness so that all our actions
may be in accordance with the will of the Father.
•

We face situations of inequality in the world today where so many
people are excluded and deprived of basic human rights; may the
Holy Spirit help us to live the principle of the common good,
especially in solidarity with the poor.

•

May the Spirit lead us to take responsibility for our common
destiny, leaving to future generations the same legacy of the
environment we received from God as a gift to be cared for. (Cf. LS
159)

•

Thousands of people are suffering the consequences of climatic
imbalance, poverty and forced migration. May the Holy Spirit give
us the courage to consciously live a simple life style in view of a
better future.

•

May the Holy Spirit help us to be prophetic signs in the face of the
individualism, over-consumption and culture of waste that plague
today's society, reducing human beings and nature to objects
manipulated by market interests.

The community can continue with spontaneous prayers.
Song according to choice (optional)

CLOSING PRAYER (p.5)
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PENTECOST NOVENA
Third Day
The Holy Spirit and our Founding Generation
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: “The same Spirit filled our Founding Generation with the
burning desire to reach out to people far beyond their own
horizon, and to share with them the greatest gift of all: the
all-inclusive love of God”. (CD)
All: “Their audacity continues to inspire us”. (CD)
Leader: Total commitment to mission and belief in their vision
sustained our founding generation in difficulties, leading
them to make bold decisions and make sacrifices with joy.
All: “Their audacity continues to inspire us”. (CD)
Leader: “As SSpS today, we continue the story our Founding
Generation began. The story of God's love from the
beginning of time must be told ever new—in new words, in
new lives”. (CD)
All: “Their audacity continues to inspire us”. (CD)
COMMEMORATION OF THE FOUNDING GENERATION
Leader: We remember the life of St. Arnold Janssen and of Blessed
Mother Maria and Blessed Mother Josepha. We also
remember Mother Theresia Messner. After a time of silent
reflection, we spontaneously share any thoughts, prayer or
characteristic of our founding generation´s life in which we
visualize the profound relationship they had with the Holy
Spirit.
Allow time for spontaneous sharing.
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DEEPENING THE MEMORY
Leader: St. Arnold Janssen is a clear example of one who allowed
himself to be formed by the Holy Spirit, constantly living in
his presence and seeking to fulfil the will of God in
everything. Even his personality, once considered "rough",
was transformed since he surrendered entirely to God's
love.
Reader 1: It was in his most mature phase that Arnold found in the
Holy Spirit the heart of the Trinity itself and deepened his
relationship with the Holy Spirit in his consecration. From
then on his purpose of founding a women's congregation
to cooperate in missionary work took shape.
Reader 2: Thanks to the testimony of the first aspirants and cofoundresses, Helena Stollenwerk and Hendrina
Stenmanns, Arnold realized that the new foundation was
God´s will. The choice of the name "Missionary Servants
of the Holy Spirit" indicates the purpose that he saw in
the congregation:
All: "To glorify the Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit and spread
the word of God on earth by the grace of the Holy Spirit".
Leader: Our first mothers were deeply touched by the name they
received and sought to be true Servants of the Holy Spirit,
seeking to make everything correspond to God's call.
Reader 3: They integrated the life in the Spirit in such a way that
Mother Maria was able to give up her dream of going to
China. By joining the contemplative branch she
consolidated the unity among the two groups (SSpS and
SSpSAP) of the young congregation.
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Reader 4: Mother Josepha, suffered from asthma and due to the
difficulty she had in breathing, became more conscious of
her breathing to the point where she said that every
breath of a servant of the Holy Spirit should be "Come,
Holy Spirit".
All: "Come, Holy Spirit".

SHARING LIFE
•

How does the life of our founding generation inspire us to live
in profound communion in the Holy Spirit?

•

What does it mean for me to be a Servant of the Holy Spirit
today?

THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: United with our founding generation, let us pray, asking for
the light of the Holy Spirit to continue with audacity the path
begun by our first sisters at the service of the word of God
and care of life.
All: May the breath of a Servant of the Holy Spirit be "Come, Holy
Spirit".
•

Following the example of St. Arnold and our first mothers, may
we grow in a constant attitude of discernment, always seeking the
will of God in every situation we face in today's world.

•

May loving attention to the Holy Spirit in our lives lead us to an
attitude of confident surrender in missionary service, offering to
the small and impoverished our preferential love, as Jesus did.

•

May the Holy Spirit help us to be an expression of the tenderness
and mercy of God who lets "his sun rise on the just and the
unjust", (Mt 5:45) taking care of every creature according to their
needs and not their merits.
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•

We ask Mother Maria, in her great love for the Eucharist, to
intercede for us so that we may grow in communion with Christ
and with his suffering body in our migrant and refugee brothers
and sisters.

•

We ask Mother Josepha in her dedication to the poor and the sick,
to pray for us so that we may be increasingly at the service of
those who suffer as a result of injustice and violence.

•

We ask the intercession of Mother Theresia Messner so that,
following her example, we can go beyond our limitations and take
the lead with love and firmness, overcome the challenges of our
time and open new ways for our congregation to become
prophetic in its missionary presence in today's world.

The community can continue with spontaneous prayers.
Song according to choice (optional)

CLOSING PRAYER (p. 5)
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PENTECOST NOVENA
Fourth Day
The Holy Spirit is the Bond of Communion
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: Our Congregational Directions present communion with God
as essential to living in communion with ourselves, within
the congregation, with the marginalized and excluded, with
creation and with others.
All: The Holy Spirit is the bond of love and communion of the Trinity.
Leader: “We nurture our personal relationship with the Triune God
as the source and centre of our life and mission. We treasure
our name, Missionary Sisters, Servants of the Holy Spirit. It
gives expression and impetus to our missionary spirituality
and charism”. (CD)
All: The Holy Spirit is the bond of love and communion of the Trinity.

WORD OF GOD
Leader: In the Gospel Jesus invites us to remain united to him like
the vine and the branches. In communion with the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, the mission we carry out
becomes fruitful, for without Him we can do nothing.
Song to acclaim the Word of God (according to choice)
Reader: Reading from the Gospel of St. John (Jn 15: 1-8).
Moment of silence to internalize the Word.
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DEEPENING THE WORD
Leader: Jesus invites us to remain united with Him as He is united
with the Father. The communion of Jesus with the Father is
brought about by the Holy Spirit. Our founding generation
was fascinated by the mystery of the divine indwelling and
tried to live in profound communion with God, as seen in the
life of St. Arnold and Blessed Mother Maria Stollenwerk and
Blessed Mother Josepha Stenmanns.
Reader 1: In our Trinitarian and missionary spirituality there is a deep
dynamism between action and contemplation, since
communion must be consciously nurtured. The Quarter
Hour Prayer expresses the desire of St. Arnold to pray
constantly, even in the midst of daily activities. Similarly,
the constant pursuit of God's will takes us to the school of
discernment, making us sensitive to the silent action of the
Holy Spirit.
All: May the Holy Triune God live in our hearts and in the hearts of
all people.
Reader 2: This motto, inherited from St. Arnold, holds the essence of
our spirituality and charism. We want the Trinity, the
communion of the divine Persons, to come and dwell in our
hearts. And if God lives in me, my life will be transformed,
I am no longer alone and I cannot ignore his loving
presence.
All: May the Holy Triune God live in our hearts and in the hearts of
all people.
Reader 3: Communion with God does not confine itself to an intimate
relationship - God and me. Rather, it is inclusive and makes
us recognize that just as God loves me and dwells in my
heart, He loves every human being, and Jesus Christ wants
to dwell in the heart of every person who comes into this
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world. Thus to live in communion with God means to enter
the circle of communion and relationship that expands to
include the entire universe and all peoples. The Trinitarian
love is not weak and impersonal, but is an incarnated love,
merciful with the plight of the small and needy.
All: May the Holy Triune God live in our hearts and in the hearts of
all people.
Reader 4: In Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the Word
became flesh in the womb of Mary, realizing the true
covenant between God and humanity. Every distance
between the human and the divine disappears in the
Heart of Jesus. By devoting our lives as Missionary
Servants of the Holy Spirit, we consciously accept and
surrender our lives to the service of communion.
All: May the Holy Triune God live in our hearts and in the hearts of
all people.

SHARING LIFE
•

As branches united to the vine bear fruit, so is our life in
communion with God. How do I nurture communion with God in
my daily life?

•

How can we live more specifically the motto of our congregation
- "May the holy Triune God in live in our hearts and in the hearts
of all people"?
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THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: Given the great love of God who dwells in us, we realize how
much we still need to move towards becoming true
missionary servants of the Holy Spirit. With confidence in the
call we have received from the Triune God and the infinite
divine mercy, let us take a moment of silent prayer to ask
forgiveness for all in our life that does not help build the
communion we long for.
After a time of silence, the sisters may spontaneously express their
requests for forgiveness, answering every prayer with:
All: May the Triune God forgive our faults and help us to grow in
love.

CLOSING PRAYER (p.5)
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PENTECOST NOVENA
Fifth Day
Communion with the Marginalized and Excluded
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: Our Congregational Directions challenge us saying “The
needs of our planet are overwhelming and ever changing.
Our Charism calls us to serve those who most need to
receive the good news of God's all-inclusive love”. (CD)
All: “Their stories become our story, and our story cannot be told
without them”. (CD)
Leader: “We engage in ongoing communal discernment of our
priorities with the eyes of the Good Samaritan: he knew
when to stop in order to help and when to place the injured
one into the caring hand of others”. (CD)
All: “In our diverse global context, poverty, exclusion, and
deprivation take on manifold expressions”. (CD)

WORD OF GOD
Leader: “Jesus answered the question "Who is my neighbour?" with
a story, not a definition”. (CD) Today this same question keeps
us challenged and the story of the Good Samaritan should
help us see our brother, our sister in every human being we
find mistreated by the wayside.
Song to acclaim the Word of God (according to choice)
Reader: Reading from Luke's Gospel (Lk 10: 25-37)
Moment of silence to internalize the Word.
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DEEPENING THE WORD
Leader: Jesus is the true Good Samaritan approaching the fallen
person on the roadside, feeling compassion and undertaking
to care for him. He takes care of his wounds, gives him
shelter and sustenance until he is able to take care of his own
life.
All: Holy Spirit, help us discern the best way to serve.
Reader 1: The priest and the Levite did not rescue the man fallen by
the wayside because they were stuck in blind compliance
with the law and the cult structures. They did not know
God's mercy because they did not have the courage to
break with the law of purity and impurity to save the life of
a human being in need.
All: Holy Spirit, help us discern the best way to serve.
Reader 2: We, too, often hold on to the same structures we build up
and do not have the courage to break our thought patterns
and help the marginalized and excluded close to us.
All: Holy Spirit, help us discern the best way to serve.
Reader 3: At other times we fall into the temptation of omnipotence,
putting ourselves in God's place by thinking that we have
to solve all the problems alone. But the difficulties of the
people around us are so many and so serious, that we lose
heart with the feeling of helplessness, and because we
cannot do all they need, we just do nothing of what would
be within reach.
All: Holy Spirit, help us discern the best way to serve.
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Reader 4: The Good Samaritan proceeds with common sense. He
takes care and does what is within his reach, but is able
to discern the time to hand over his responsibility to
others. He does not create bonds of dependency or act in
a paternalistic way.
All: Holy Spirit, help us discern the best way to serve.

SHARING LIFE
•

What structures and patterns of thinking often prevent me from
behaving like the Good Samaritan?

•

What do I need to change in my personal and community life in
order to act like the Good Samaritan?

GESTURE OF COMMITMENT
Faced with situations that challenge us, what concrete community
gesture do we wish to make as a commitment of this Pentecost
Novena? (See introduction, p. 2).

THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: Let us ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds so
that we may act as Jesus would if he were in our place,
embodying in each of us and in our communities the love,
solidarity and compassion of the Good Samaritan.
All: Holy Spirit make us like Jesus in his preferential love for the
marginalized and excluded.


Holy Spirit, help us to engage “in ongoing communal discernment
of our priorities, sharing our stories and experiences to see more
clearly whom the Lord is calling us to serve”. (CD)

•

Holy Spirit, help us as individuals and communities, to enter a
process of conversion toward greater communion and friendship
with those we serve. (Cf. CD)
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•

Holy Spirit, enlighten us so that we may identify the root causes
of poverty and injustice and work for systemic change. (Cf. CD)

•

Holy Spirit, guide us in assessing our current institutions and
ministries and give us strength and courage to adapt them to
better respond to the needs of the marginalized and excluded. (Cf.
CD)

•

Holy Spirit, show us our own poverty and vulnerability and give us
the grace to accept the help of others. (Cf. CD)

The community can continue with spontaneous prayers.
Song according to choice (optional)

CLOSING PRAYER (p.5)

Picture: Sr. Caritas Müller, a Dominican sister from Cazis in Switzerland.
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PENTECOST NOVENA
Sixth Day
Communion with Creation
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: Our Congregational Directions state, "We have grown in the
awareness that all creation and life are interconnected and
reflect the love of the Triune God". (CD) Also Pope Francis, in
his encyclical Laudato Si’, tells us: "It cannot be emphasized
enough how everything is interconnected". (LS 138)
All: All elements of the planet are closely connected, from
subatomic particles to animals and ecosystems. No being lives
in isolation.
Leader: “The Spirit has taught us to see that our mission to share "life
in fullness" encompasses not just all people, but all of
creation”. (CD)
All: “We realise that Mother Earth has been violated and deprived
of her dignity. As she suffers, so does all life”. (CD)

WORD OF GOD
Leader: God created the world and everything in it as an expression
of his love and, as the book of Genesis says, "God saw that it
was good". (Gn 1: 25)
Song to acclaim the Word of God (according to choice)
Reader: Reading from the book of Genesis (Gen 1: 1-3.9-12; 20-22;
24-26)
Moment of silence to internalize the Word.
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DEEPENING THE WORD
Leader: For a long time we Christians misinterpreted the words
“master” and “subdue the earth”, thinking we had the right
to destroy and exploit nature as if we were its absolute
masters. Let us hear what Pope Francis says in the encyclical
Laudato Si'.
Reader 1: “...Nowadays we must forcefully reject the notion that our
being created in God’s image and given dominion over the
earth justifies absolute domination over other creatures.
The biblical texts are to be read in their context, with an
appropriate hermeneutic, recognizing that they tell us to
‘till and keep’ the garden of the world (cf. Gen 2:15).
‘Tilling’ refers to cultivating, ploughing or working, while
‘keeping’ means caring, protecting, overseeing and
preserving.”(LS 67)
All: “This implies a relationship of mutual responsibility between
human beings and nature”. (LS 67)
Reader 2: “Each community can take from the bounty of the earth
whatever it needs for subsistence, but it also has the duty
to protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for
coming generations”. (LS 67)
All: “God’s love is the fundamental moving force in all created
things. Every creature is thus the object of the Father’s
tenderness, who gives it its place in the world”. (Cf. LS 77)
Reader 3: “The natural environment is a collective good, the
patrimony of all humanity and the responsibility of
everyone. If we make something our own, it is only to
administer it for the good of all. If we do not, we burden
our consciences with the weight of having denied the
existence of others”. (LS 95)
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All: “The earth is a shared inheritance, whose fruits are meant to
benefit everyone. Every ecological approach needs to
incorporate a social perspective which takes into account the
fundamental rights of the poor and the underprivileged”. (Cf. LS
93)

SHARING LIFE
•

How can we read the account of creation from a fresh point
of view, taking the responsibility to care for and preserve
nature?

• What does it mean for our daily life to say that the earth is our
common home? What changes of attitude does this imply?

THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: God calls us to continue his creative work, using goods that
belong to all with love and tenderness. Let us ask the Holy
Spirit to help us grow in our awareness and responsibility in
caring for our common home.
All: Creator Spirit, help us to care for and protect all that God
created.


Holy Spirit guide us in the urgent challenge to protect our
common home, as we look for ways to unite the human family for
a sustainable and integral development that brings changes in the
current reality. (See LS 13)



Holy Spirit, help us to discern and “evaluate our lifestyle and our
ministries through the lens of the integrity of creation” (CD), as a
real process of ecological conversion.



Holy Spirit may “our decisions and plans reflect our commitment
to justice for creation”. (CD)



Holy Spirit, help us to engage “in ministries that protect and
promote the life and wellbeing of creation”. (CD)
27



Holy Spirit, may we trust that "the Creator does not abandon us;
he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us.
Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our
common home” (LS 13).

The community can continue with spontaneous prayers.
Song according to choice (optional)

CLOSING PRAYER (p.5)
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PENTECOST NOVENA
Seventh Day
Communion within our Congregation
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: Life in communion among ourselves, within the
congregation, is the result of dialogue and acceptance of
our differences. “Our interculturality as SSpS is an
expression of the Spirit's many faces. We experience both
the richness and the struggles of intercultural and
intergenerational community living”. (CD)
All: “We are Intercultural and interconnected communities at the
service of God's mission”. (See 13rd General Chapter)
Leader: In our internationality we live the tensions of humankind as
it expands its consciousness to global horizons, while at the
same time peoples struggle to maintain their cultural
identity and national sovereignty”. (See CD)
All: “We are Intercultural and interconnected communities at the
service of God's mission”.
Leader: “We become aware of and honestly own the lights and
shadows of our intercultural and intergenerational living.
We open ourselves to continuous transformation as we
befriend diversity and the unknown”. (CD)
All: “We are Intercultural and interconnected communities at the
service of God's mission”
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WORD OF GOD
Leader: As missionary disciples of Jesus, we are urged by the Spirit to
appreciate the diversity of the gifts we receive through our
interculturality and to build communion among ourselves as
members of one body. Let us hear what Paul has to say
regarding this.
Song to acclaim the Word of God (according to choice)
Reader: Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
(1 Cor, 12: 4-14).
Moment of silence to internalize the Word.

DEEPENING THE WORD
Leader: We are more than 3,000 sisters of 49 different nationalities,
present on five continents, in 49 countries. Each of us brings
personal, family and cultural characteristics that make us
unique. Unity in diversity needs to be cultivated and is the
result of communion with the Triune God which creates
communion among us, making us members of one body.
All: Interculturality is a blessing and a challenge. It implies an
intentional opening and attentive care, cultivated in daily life.
Reader 1: Each sister brings cultural gifts to the community and to
the mission. Both, those who arrive as well as the
receiving community, experience wounds and struggles
in the cultural integration. How do we try to understand
another sister when language is limited? How is our
mutual acceptance? When we do not realize the problem
and it is not handled properly, dissatisfaction arises in the
mission and some sisters ask to return to their country of
origin. (See Congregational Report 2008 -2014)
All: Interculturality is a blessing and a challenge. It implies an
intentional opening and attentive care cultivated in daily life.
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Reader 2: “In a world divided by the struggle for freedom and
survival, where there are many displaced people,
refugees and migrants, where nations resist and do not
want to receive the new arrivals to their country, our
witness as international and multicultural communities is
not only a challenge, but a prophetic sign in the midst of
these global, intercultural realities”. (Congregational Report 2008 2014)

All: Interculturality is a blessing and a challenge. It implies an
intentional opening and attentive care cultivated in daily life.
Reader 3: "To be inculturated means to go beyond our own culture,
to adapt to the local culture and to live according to the
Gospel culture. We clothe ourselves in Christ, living and
acting as Jesus would do in our specific context".
(Congregational Report 2008 -2014)

All: Interculturality is a blessing and a challenge. It implies an
intentional opening and attentive care cultivated in daily life.

SHARING LIFE
•

How do I experience the diversity of gifts in our community?
Which of these gifts can identify me?

•

Can we say that, even though we come from many different
races and nations, we are one body? What signs show the
truth of that statement?

THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: Since the last General Chapters we have accepted more
consciously the challenge of moving from simply living
together to a deep and spiritual connection. Our
communities are creating spaces for intercultural dialogue
and for sharing the wealth that our cultural diversity brings.
This requires a continuous dynamism and willingness to
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allow ourselves to be transformed which is the fruit of the
Holy Spirit within us.
All: Holy Spirit, may the strength of your communion bring about in
us the changes we need.
•

Let us pray that our formation today, both initial and ongoing, be
open “to paradigm shifts in the expression of our consecrated life,
community life, and styles of leadership”. (CD)

•

That the congregational structures and styles of leadership we
cultivate may facilitate the participation and communion of all
our sisters at different levels of our community organization,
provincial or regional and congregational. (See CD)
May we grow in the practice of communal discernment and
participative leadership, making them our normal way of life. (See

•

CD)

•

Lord, help us always to have at heart our commitment to the
poor, especially in the way we use our human and financial
resources, in our decision-making process and the priorities we
choose in our ministries. (See CD)

•

May we be more consistent in our options, assessing and
reforming our congregational structures to better serve our
mission. (See CD)

•

We regularly examine our lifestyle in the light of our total
commitment to mission and the care of the marginalized, may we
have the courage to make the necessary changes. (See CD)
The community can continue with spontaneous prayers.
Song according to choice (optional)

CLOSING PRAYER (p.5)
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PENTECOST NOVENA
Eighth Day
In Communion with Others
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: “The movement towards globalization and planetization is
changing our patterns of collaboration and communication.
We are called to join hands with all those who are inspired
by the same Spirit, such as our lay partners in mission and
those who belong to other organisations, cultures and
religions”. (CD)
All: The Holy Spirit calls us to build bridges of friendship with people
of other nations, cultures and religions.
Leader: In the encyclical Laudato Si’, Pope Francis speaks of
interdependence and the growing conviction that “our
planet is a homeland and that humanity is one people living
in a common home”. (LS 164) He points out the need to seek
solutions “from a global perspective, and not simply to
defend the interests of a few countries. Interdependence
obliges us to think of one world with a common plan”. (LS 164)
All: The Holy Spirit calls us to build bridges of friendship with people
of other nations, cultures and religions.

WORD OF GOD
Leader: The Apocalypse tells of "a new heaven and a new earth" and
that God makes all things new. (Rev 21: 1-5) This new world we
dream of can only be achieved through dialogue and respect
for differences.
Song to acclaim the Word of God (according to choice)
Reader: Reading from the Book of Revelation (Rev 21: 1-5)
Moment of silence to internalize the Word.
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DEEPENING THE WORD
Leader: Today’s world has achieved such a degree of complexity that
it is no longer possible to solve the problems with local and
national policies only, but with joint actions involving all the
people. Unfortunately we are far from achieving a global
vision that leaves aside the political and economic interests
to think of humanity as a whole.
All: Holy Spirit, we hope for a new heaven and a new earth.
Reader 1: As Missionary Servants of the Holy Spirit we are called to
expand our consciousness and to make humankind our
own family. Listening to and sharing the stories of people
of different faiths and cultures “allows us to discover the
God of many names and faces”. (CD)
All: Holy Spirit, we hope for a new heaven and a new earth.
Reader 2: The utopia of a new heaven and a new earth begins to
become reality through small gestures and concrete
actions which overcome the divisions, prejudices,
fundamentalism and differences in favour of working
together for the good of humanity. This means accepting
the brother and the sister close to us, regardless of who
they are or where they come from.
All: Holy Spirit, we hope for a new heaven and a new earth.
Reader 3: A new heaven and a new earth will happen when we
overcome the culture of competition and consumerism
and truly embrace the values of solidarity and
collaboration. Leaving our internal and closed relations,
we join forces with other people and organizations to
build the common good.
All: Holy Spirit, we hope for a new heaven and a new earth.
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SHARING LIFE
• How does dialogue help in the realization of the prophecy of
a new heaven and a new earth?
• The word of God invites us to be creative. How can we join
forces with international organizations, especially VIVAT, in
defence of the environment?
• What influence can we exercise at the local level to initiate
dialogue and elicit debate to seek solutions to the problems
of our neighbourhood or city?

THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: Many times we feel so powerless in the face of the
magnitude of the global problems that we do not use
our creativity to solve local problems. In a world where
everything is interconnected, small actions can
transform and renew the reality that is within reach
and even give hope for further steps. Let us ask the
Holy Spirit for the grace of that creativity which does
not allow us to sleep.
All: Spirit of Wisdom, teach us to “network with other
organizations and to widen the circle of collaboration and
friendship”. (CD)
• Strengthen local communities to be vigilant to ensure their
rights and the integrity of creation.
• May we encourage the exercise of citizenship, political
participation and monitoring of government actions in
defence of life, the rights of the poor and care for the
environment.
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• May we be open to dialogue and to working with people
from other churches and religions to seek together the
common good and the preservation of nature.
• May we grow in respect and appreciation of “the distinct
vocation of our lay partners and engage in mutual
discernment and decision-making for the sake of the
mission”. (CD)
• Enlighten people of good will in the world of politics and
economics to defend the real interests of the people and not
to be overcome by the temptation of profit and immediate
results.
• May we use social media and modern technology creatively
and responsibly to share the Good News of God's love. (See CD)
The community can continue with spontaneous prayers.
Song according to choice (optional)

CLOSING PRAYER (p.5)
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PENTECOST NOVENA
Ninth Day
The Holy Spirit impels us to Prophecy
OPENING PRAYER (p. 4)
Leader: Today to conclude the last day of our novena, we will
make a symbolic and prophetic gesture that expresses
our commitment to live communion in accordance
with the proposals of our Congregational Directions.
All: “We are to be the good news we proclaim”. (CD)
Leader: “The Spirit impels us to conversion toward deeper
communion with God, with others, and with all of
creation. In that light, justice, peace, and integrity of
creation are not merely something we do; they are at
the very heart of our religious missionary vocation
toward communion”. (CD)
All: “We believe that communion and mission are deeply
interconnected”. (CD)
Leader: “Therefore, we move forward, boldly taking the first
steps to go out to others, to seek those who have
fallen away, to stand at the crossroads, and to
welcome the outcast”- (CD cf. EG 24)
All: We want to witness the love of God in today's history "in
new words, in new lives", (CD) as Jesus did.
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WORD OF GOD
Leader: With our eyes on Jesus, we welcome his words and let
them resound in our hearts to turn them into concrete
action.
Song to acclaim the Word of God (according to choice)
Reader: Reading from Luke's Gospel (Lk 4: 14-21).
Moment of silence to internalize the Word.

DEEPENING THE WORD
Leader: “In the fullness of time, the Author of life entered
history. Empowered by the Spirit, Jesus proclaimed
the Kingdom of God and beckoned all into friendship
with the Triune God”. (CD)
Reader 1: “By his words and deeds, Jesus invited back to
communion all those who, in one way or another,
had fallen away or had been pushed to the margins.
He reached out to all, but especially to sinners, the
poor, the sick, women, and people of other beliefs.
He lived the good news he proclaimed in his stories
and parables”. (CD)
All: “No one is excluded from the Kingdom of God!” (CD)
Reader 2: “The transforming power of the Spirit challenged
Jesus to expand his consciousness when he wanted
to limit his ministry to his fellow Jews. The Spirit
challenged the young Church, too, to share the
good news beyond the boundaries of their religion
and culture”. (CD)
All: “No one is excluded from the Kingdom of God!” (CD)
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Reader 3: “Jesus finished his Spirit-filled announcement in the
synagogue, proclaiming: This passage has been
fulfilled as you have heard it read. As He spoke, all
eyes were fixed on him (cf. Lk. 4:20-21). Likewise, we,
SSpS missionary women disciples, fix our hearts and
eyes on Jesus as we make his mission our mission”.
(CD)

All: “May nothing inspire us more than his life, impelling us
onwards!” (CD / EG 3)

GESTURE OF COMMITMENT
Leader: Inspired by the Gospel text we heard and by all our
preparation to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost, today we will define what is to be our
gesture of commitment. We want a very concrete
gesture; it is to be a prophetic sign which encourages
us to take decisive steps in the understanding of the
Congregational Directions. So let us share and choose
a gesture that expresses our communion and
solidarity (see guidelines on page. 2).

THE COMMUNITY PRAYER
Leader: Let us thank the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit for
the way they accompanied us throughout this novena.
At the close of this novena, may we feel empowered
and sent by the Holy Spirit to make Jesus' mission our
mission and to be the good news that we announce.
All: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed
me and sent me to preach good news to the poor”. (Lk 4, 18)
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• May the concrete gesture we decided on together help us to
grow in solidarity and widen the circle of our relationships.
Let no one be excluded from our love.
• May our community be a sign of life and hope to people who
are connected to us in our mission.
• May we announce the Year of the Grace of the Lord, living
during this Holy Year of Mercy the preferential love for the
small and the poor, as Jesus did.
• May we have the courage to assume JPIC as our lifestyle by
choosing a simple and sustainable way of life, caring for the
good of people and the preservation of our planet.
The community can continue with spontaneous prayers.
Song according to choice (optional)

CLOSING PRAYER (p.5)
After the closing prayer the community should finish this novena
with a sign of Peace.
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Veni Sancte Spiritus
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