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Perichoresis 

 
Can you hear 
the unforced 
rhythms of grace? 
Do you see 
the heavenly 
holy dancers? 

Are you captivated 
by the wonder, 
freedom, 
movement, 
and life 
that flows from their 
uncreated song? 

Can you hear the beating 
of their hearts 
as they whisper 
sonnets 

proclaiming their love 
for one another 
and 
for you? 
 
Do you yearn 
to join the joyful 
throng 
encircled in their midst? 

For you are invited 
to this heavenly 
party! 
 
Will you dare to take 
the outstretched hand, 
kick off your shoes 
and dance?

 

 

 

 

 

(Sally Coleman, With Unveiled Faces, 2008) 

http://www.walkingwithgiants.net/god/trinity/does-the-trinity-dance/ 
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“Immersed in the dance of the Trinity… 
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As a result of these words, they went away, one by one, starting with the 

elders, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 

Then Jesus stood up and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no 

one condemned you?" She replied, "No one." And Jesus said, "Neither do 

I condemn you; go away and don't sin again." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: as I journey with people (often) in pain, in what 

ways am I being a bridge – bringing the suffering of the people to the 

Trinity (in prayer), and bringing the healing and compassion of the Trinity 

to the people (in missionary service)?  

 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers.) 
 

Prayer: Our Father  
 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 
 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5) 
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DAY 9  

“Captivated by the abiding invitation to enter the Divine Dance, we boldly 
join our God of compassion, as instruments of transformation in the 

world.” (XV GC) 

 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

 

Introduction: 

Jesus lived his public life between the mountain and the valley… 
Constantly bringing the pain of His people to the Father; and bringing the 

tenderness and healing of the Father to His people. Jesus’ intimate 
relationship with the Father and the Spirit was the motor of His ministry at 

all times… By being fully immersed in the dance of the Trinity, Jesus 

became for us a model of inner transformation and a living melody of 

compassion in this world.  
 

 

(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 
 

 

Opening prayer (page 4) 
 

 
 

Word of God (John 7, 53; 8,1-11) 

And they all went home. As for Jesus, he went to the Mount of Olives. At 

daybreak Jesus appeared in the Temple again. All the people came to 

him, and he sat down and began to teach them.  

 

Then the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees brought in a woman who 

had been caught in the act of adultery. They made her stand in front of 

everyone. "Master," they said, "this woman has been caught in the act of 

adultery. Now the Law of Moses orders that such women be stoned to 

death; but you, what do you say?" "They said this to test Jesus, in order 

to have some charge against him.  

 

Jesus bent down and started writing on the ground with his finger. And as 

they continued to ask him, he straightened up and said to them, "Let 

anyone among you who has no sin be the first to throw a stone at her." 

And he bent down again, writing on the ground.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This Pentecost Novena is a proposal from the CLT to help us be in 

communion as Arnold Janssen Family, in this very special time of 

preparation for the Feast of Pentecost. The novena was prepared during 

a visit to the Greece SSpS community, and it was prayed with the 

community during the process of elaboration. This was particularly 

touching, since its content focus on the person of Jesus whose life was 

totally dedicated to those who were made invisible or excluded from the 

world of His time.  

As we ask the Gift of the Holy Spirit, to Whom we committed ourselves as 

“Servants”, we are challenged to grow ever more in communion with our 

broken world, struggling for reconciliation and peace in Ukraine, but also 

in Myanmar, Ethiopia, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Mozambique, South Sudan… 
and so many other places.  

The content of the novena aims to help us, at a personal and community 

levels, to grow deeper into the Directions of our 15th General Chapter. As 

we join into the “dance of the Trinity”, we are called to contemplate Jesus 
as our model of fidelity to the Father, in total surrender to the presence 

and action of the Spirit in His ministry.  

Each day of the novena is focused on a particular aspect of the 

Congregational Directions, and this is enlightened by a passage from 

Jesus’ life and mission. The structure for each day is as follows:  

 

1. Introduction of the day´s theme;  

2. Opening prayer for every day of the novena; 

3. A biblical text and an image to contemplate;  

4. Suggestion of 10 minutes of silent prayer;  

5. Some time for prayer (on the text/image) and sharing 

6. Closing Prayer for every day of the novena. 
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OPENING PRAYER 

 

 

 

Prayer:  

 

 

Come, Spirit of understanding  

and overcome in us all barriers. 

Come, Spirit of encounter  

and build bridges between us. 

Come, Spirit of peace  

and bring healing to our hearts and our world. 

Come, Spirit of wideness  

and break down the narrowness of our hearts.    

Come, Spirit of counsel, 

and show us the next step. 

Come, Spirit of knowledge, 

and show us the way forward according to your will. 

Come, Spirit of wisdom,  

and deepen our trust in your guidance.  

Come, Spirit of Love,  

and help us to be instruments of your kindness.  

Come, Spirit of discernment,  

and make us listen to your voice and walk in your way. 

 

        (Unknown author) 

 

 

Suggestion: take a few minutes to re-read the prayer in silence and, 
perhaps, make some echo of the prayer (some soft music can be used).  
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Then Jesus said, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

Truly, I say to you, unless the grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it 

remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.  

Those who love their life destroy it, and those who despise their life in this 

world keep it for everlasting life. Whoever wants to serve me, let him follow 

me and wherever I am, there shall my servant be also. If anyone serves 

me, the Father will honour him." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: In my life and mission, in what ways am I called 

to transformation, to let go, to die… so that, in me, new life can emerge 

and be shared to the full?  

 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers.) 

 

Prayer: Our Father  
 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 

 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5)  
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DAY 8 

“We welcome the natural process of growth and letting go, so that the 

new can emerge.” (XV GC) 
 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

Introduction:  

If you do not transform your pain, you will most assuredly transmit it. 
Healthy religion tells us what to do with our pain—because we will have 
pain. We can’t avoid it; it’s part of life. If we’re not trained in letting go of 
this pain, transforming it, turning crucifixion into resurrection, we will pass 
it on to others. Letting go helps us fall into a deeper and broader level at 
which we can always say “Yes” to God, to others, to life. 

(Richard Rohr) 
 

Jesus said right after he entered Jerusalem: “unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” 
(Jn 12:24). Jesus brought new hope into the world and he did so in the 
manner of the seed: he became very small, like a grain of wheat, he “fell 
into the earth”. But this still was not enough. In order to bear fruit, Jesus 
experienced love to the fullest, allowing himself to be split open by death 
as a seed lets itself split open under the ground. Precisely there, at the 
lowest point of his abasement (fullness of love) hope flourished.  

       (Pope Francis, 12th April 2017) 

 

(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 
 

 

Opening prayer (page 4) 
 

 
 

Word of God (John 12, 20-26) 

There were some Greeks who had come up to Jerusalem to worship 

during the feast. They approached Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 

Galilee, and asked him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Philip went to Andrew 

and the two of them told Jesus.  
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CLOSING PRAYER 

 
 
 
God of tenderness and compassion,  
Three in One 
Ever dancing 
ever loving 
ever calling us back to You 
to join your dance…  
 

We have come together, 
and You have prayed with us and in us, 
you have poured your Spirit into our hearts 
you have sung Your music in our souls… 
 

Stay with us now, so that… 
as we continue our journey of transformation, 
we may carry your dance into the world 
by listening and responding to your cry, 
in the cry of mother earth and of our sisters and brothers;  
 

By embracing your Mission with passion 
in our intercultural communities 
as witnesses of Your kindness and understanding.  

 
So that we can boldly join in your dance, our loving God,  
and be instruments of your compassion in this world.  
 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, in the Spirit,   
 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Final song to Mary (chosen by the prayer leader) 
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Day 1 

“Immersed in the dance of the Trinity, we are compelled to make a 
prophetic journey of transformation towards becoming a melody of 

compassion in this world.” (XV GC) 

 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

Introduction:  

We, the community of those who follow Jesus (and thus follow the Father 
and the Spirit) are called into this divine dance. This should set the stage 
for us to become people who are able to live into and live out relationships 
marked by love and grace and compassion. This truth calls us to live 
interdependent on one another, calling, leading, accompanying, and 
following in the dance of ministry.”     

(Adapted from Cynthia H. Rich) 

In the gospel passage which we reflect in this first day of our novena (Luke 
3, 21-22. 4, 14-21), Luke reveals to us how Jesus experiences the 
intimacy of the Father in the Spirit, while He prays after His baptism. The 
assurance of being the Beloved will invigorate Jesus’ passion for God’s 
Mission, as He sets out to be a presence of compassion and healing for 
all.  
 

(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 
 
 

Opening prayer (page 4) 
 
 

Word of God (Luke 3, 21-22. 4, 14-21) 
 

"Now, with all the people who came to be baptized, Jesus too was 

baptized. Then, while he was praying, the heavens opened: the Holy Spirit 

came down upon him in the bodily form of a dove and a voice from heaven 

was heard, "You are my Son, this day I have begotten you." 

Jesus acted with the power of the Spirit, and on his return to Galilee the 

news about him spread throughout all that territory. 

He began teaching in the synagogues of the Jews and everyone praised 

him. When Jesus came to Nazareth where he had been brought up, he 

entered the synagogue on the sabbath as he usually did.  
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water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. Because of this, don't be surprised when I say: 'You must 

be born again from above.'  

The wind blows where it pleases and you hear its sound, but you don't 

know where it comes from or where it is going. It is like that with everyone 

who is born of the Spirit."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: How open am I to the Spirit of Discernment that 

guided Jesus in His time, and challenges me to respond in fresh ways to 

God’s mission today?  

 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers.) 
 

Prayer: Our Father  
 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5)  
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DAY 7 

“Attentive to the fresh ways the Spirit is moving us in mission today, we 

discern and redesign at all levels, while honouring our heritage.”          
(XV GC)  

 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

Introduction:  

To be born from high, from the spirit, is the leap forward that Nicodemus 
needs to make but he does not know how to make it. Because the Spirit 
is unpredictable. A person who allows himself or herself to be carried from 
one place to another by the Holy Spirit: this is the freedom of the Spirit.  

In our Christian life, we often stop because we do not know what step to 

take, we do not know how to do it, and we do not have the trust in God to 

make this step and let the Spirit guide us. Being born again means letting 

the Spirit enter into us, so that I am led by the Spirit, not by myself.  

And how does one prepare to be reborn? With prayer. Prayer is what 

opens the door to the Spirit and gives us this freedom, this boldness, this 

courage of the Holy Spirit. And, when you open the door, you will never 

know where it will take you. 

         (Pope Francis, 20th April 2020) 

 
(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 

 

 

Opening prayer (page 4) 
 
 

 

Word of God (John 3, 1-8) 

"Among the Pharisees there was a ruler of the Jews named Nicodemus. 

He came to Jesus by night and said, "Rabbi, we know that you have come 

from God to teach us, for no one can perform miraculous signs like yours 

unless God is with him." Jesus replied, "Truly, I say to you, no one can 

see the kingdom of God unless he is born again from above."  

Nicodemus said, "How can there be rebirth for a grown man? Who could 

go back to his mother's womb and be born again?" Jesus replied, "Truly, 

I say to you: No one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of 
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He stood up to read and they handed him the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Jesus then unrolled the scroll and found the place where it is written:  

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has anointed me to bring good news 

to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and new sight to the blind; to 

free the oppressed and announce the Lord's year of mercy."  

Jesus then rolled up the scroll, gave it to the attendant and sat down, while 

the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he said to them, 

"Today these prophetic words come true even as you listen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: in what ways am I challenged to enter into a 

journey of transformation (as Jesus did) in order to become a more 

compassionate person?  

 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers) 

 

Prayer: Our Father  

 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5) 
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DAY 2 

“Stirred by the life-giving Spirit, we invigorate our passion for God's 

mission. We seek to cross multiple borders to encounter people where 

they are, especially those who are made invisible or excluded from our 

world.” (XV GC) 

 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

Introduction:  

When I consider the stories about Jesus, I see over and over again how 
he opened himself to those encounters [with the poor]. There is a Hindu 
saying: “I looked into the distance and saw something moving, and I 
thought it was an animal. As it came closer, I saw it was a man. When I 
stood and looked into his eyes, I saw it was my brother!”  
 
If our personal spiritual lives and our collective experience in church shield 
us from those intense experiences [of encounter with the poor], then we 
are violating the calling of our faith. If we think that spirituality and church 
are a refuge from those uncomfortable encounters, then we’re probably 
missing the Christ among us.     

(Br. Philip Pinto, CFC) 
 

(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 
 
 
Opening prayer (page 4) 
 
 
Word of God (Mark, 5, 21. 25-34) 

"Jesus then crossed to the other side of the lake and while he was still on 

the shore, a large crowd gathered around him.  

Among the crowd was a woman who had suffered from bleeding for twelve 

years. She had suffered a lot at the hands of many doctors and had spent 

everything she had, but instead of getting better, she was worse.  

Since she had heard about Jesus, this woman came up behind him and 

touched his cloak thinking, "If I just touch his clothing, I shall get well." Her 

flow of blood dried up at once, and she felt in her body that she was healed 

of her complaint. But Jesus was conscious that healing power had gone 
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These are the names of the twelve apostles: first Simon, called Peter, and 
his brother Andrew; James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 
Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew, the tax collector; James, 
the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon, the Canaanite, and Judas 
Iscariot, the man who would betray him.  

Jesus sent these twelve on mission with the instruction: "Do not visit 
pagan territory and do not enter a Samaritan town. Go instead to the lost 
sheep of the people of Israel. Go and proclaim this message: The kingdom 
of heaven is near. Heal the sick, bring the dead back to life, cleanse the 
lepers, and drive out demons. You received this as a gift, so give it as a 
gift.” (Mathew 10, 2-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: in what ways am I following Jesus in His 

determination to fully involve others in His passion for God’s mission?  

 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers.) 
 

Prayer: Our Father  
 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5)  
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DAY 6  

“Impelled by the Spirit’s call to the Church for synodal journey, we review 
and expand our collaboration, networking, and interconnectedness. We 

listen in a special way to the voices and rhythms unique to lay people 

who seek to live the SSpS charism and spirituality as 

partners/companions in mission.” (XV GC) 
 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

Introduction:  

Jesus choosing disciples to help him with his work was no caprice; it was 
not something that he simply decided to do, just because he wanted to. 
Jesus, as God, could not have done it by himself, because God can never 
do anything by God’s self. This is the point of the Trinity: To be God is 
never to be alone. And so, in calling disciples, Jesus reveals the true 
nature of God as a communion of persons, a communion-in-mission.  

(Stephen Bevans, SVD) 

The election of the apostles is not the privilege of an exclusive position of 
power and separation but the grace of an inclusive ministry of blessing 
and fellowship. Thanks to the gift of the Spirit of the Risen Lord, the 
apostles are to guard the place of Jesus, without replacing Him: not to put 
filters on His presence, but to make it easy to encounter Him. 
 
  (For a Synodal Church: Preparatory Document, number 19) 
 
 

(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 
 

Opening prayer (page 4) 
 
 

 

Word of God (Mark 1, 16-20. Mathew 10, 2-8) 

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow 
me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they 
left their nets and followed him. 

When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him (Mark 1, 16-20). 
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out from him, so he turned around in the crowd and asked, "Who touched 

my clothes?" His disciples answered, "You see how the people are 

crowding around you. Why do you ask who touched you?" But he kept 

looking around to see who had done it.  

Then the woman, aware of what had happened, came forward trembling 

and afraid. She knelt before him and told him the whole truth. Then Jesus 

said to her, "Daughter, your faith has saved you; go in peace and be free 

of this illness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: in what ways Jesus’ healing presence 
challenges me to grow in passion for God’s mission and to truly 

“encounter people where they are”?  
 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers.) 
 

Prayer: Our Father  
 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5) 
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DAY 3 

“Awakened to the cry of the Trinity through the pain and suffering of 

Mother Earth and our sisters and brothers at the margins, ecological 

conversion and sustainable living become our ethical imperative.”      
(XV GC) 

 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

Introduction:  

Mother Earth cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her 
by our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has 
endowed her. We have come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, 
entitled to plunder her at will. The violence present in our hearts, wounded 
by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in 
the water, in the air and in all forms of life. 

Patriarch Bartholomew has spoken of the need for each of us to repent of 

the ways we have harmed the planet, for “inasmuch as we all generate 
small ecological damage”, we are called to acknowledge “our contribution, 
smaller or greater, to the disfigurement and destruction of creation”. He 
challenges us to acknowledge our sins against creation. He has drawn 
attention to the ethical and spiritual roots of environmental problems and 
asks us to replace consumption with sacrifice, greed with generosity, and 
wastefulness with a spirit of sharing.”  

    (Adapted from Laudato Sí, numbers 2, 8 & 9) 

 

(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 
 

Opening prayer (page 4) 
 
 

Word of God: (Mathew 25, 31-40) 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 
will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and 
the goats on his left. 

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something 
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A woman whose small daughter had an evil spirit, heard of him and came 

and fell at his feet. Now this woman was a pagan, a Syrophoenician by 

birth, and she begged him to drive the demon out of her daughter.  

 

Jesus told her, "Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the 

children's bread and throw it to the dogs." But she replied, "Sir, even the 

dogs under the table eat the crumbs from the children's bread."  

 

Then Jesus said to her, "You may go your way; because of such a reply 

the demon has gone out of your daughter." And when the woman went 

home, she found her child lying in bed and the demon gone." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: In what ways do I see the Trinity in action in 

Jesus’ encounter with the Syrophoenician woman? What does being a 
“lifelong learner” mean in my life?  
 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers.) 
 

 

Prayer: Our Father  
 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5)  
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DAY 5 

“The rapidly changing world, new technology, and the diminishing 

meaning of religious-missionary vocation demand that we cultivate a 

spirit of discernment as lifelong learners. In the process of holistic 

formation, we take responsibility for integration and transformation at 

personal and community levels.” (XV GC) 

 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

 

Introduction:  

In today’s gospel passage (Mark 7, 24-30), Jesus' first response to the 
woman is unnecessarily harsh. However, Jesus also shows how he is the 
embodiment of wisdom by his own practice of humility. Jesus' second 
response–"because of what you have said"–demonstrates that he 
recognized the truth in her humble reply. Her action and response were 
the catalyst for Jesus’ change of mind [as lifelong learner]. 

The woman's approach and riposte demonstrated her humility (as the one 
at the feet of Jesus, trusting through faith); and Jesus' second response 
demonstrated his humility, too (as the compassionate one whose mission 
needed extending).  

In the end, Jesus is revealed as wisdom incarnate [model of discernment], 
whose way is humility. As disciples, we too are to follow this way. Since 
Christ is wisdom, and his way is humility, humility is the path to wisdom. 

      (Christopher E. Alt, Boston College)
      

(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 
 

Opening prayer (page 4) 
 
 

Word of God (Mark 7, 24-30) 

When Jesus left that place, he went to the border of the Tyrian country. 

There he entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there, 

but he could not remain hidden.  
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to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: How did Jesus’ words and actions respond to 

the cry of the Trinity in His time? How am I called to answer this cry today?  
 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers.) 
 

Prayer: Our Father  
 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5)  
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DAY 4 

“We recognize that we are part of the darkness in the Church and 

society. Accepting our vulnerability, we stand up in hope and unity with 

the wounded and divided world. We vow to radically live our 

consecration in intercultural, international, and intergenerational 

communities.” (XV GC) 
 

Song to the Holy Spirit (Chosen by the prayer leader) 

Introduction:  

The parable we reflect upon today (Luke 10, 25-37) is troubling, for Jesus 

says that the wounded man was a Judean, while the one who stopped 

and helped him was a Samaritan. This detail is quite significant for our 

reflection on a love that includes everyone [regardless of culture, age, 

nationality, language, religion].  

By approaching and making himself present, the Samaritan crossed all 

cultural and historical barriers. Jesus concludes the parable by saying: 

“Go and do likewise” (Lk 10:37). In other words, he challenges us to put 

aside all differences and, in the face of suffering, to draw near to others 

with no questions asked. I should no longer say that I have neighbours to 

help, but that I must myself be a neighbour to all.  

(Fratelli Tutti, numbers 81, 82) 

 

(We take some moments of silence to reflect on these words) 
 

Opening prayer (page 4) 
 

 

Word of God (Luke 10, 25-37) 

Then a teacher of the Law came and began putting Jesus to the test. And 

he said, "Master, what shall I do to receive eternal life?" Jesus replied, 

"What is written in the Scripture? How do you understand it?"  

The man answered, "It is written: You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and with all your 

mind. And you shall love your neighbour as yourself." Jesus replied, "What 

a good answer! Do this and you shall live." The man wanted to keep up 

appearances, so he replied, "Who is my neighbour?"  

Jesus then said, "There was a man going down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, and he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat him 
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and went off leaving him half dead. It happened that a priest was going 

along that road and saw the man, but passed by on the other side. 

Likewise, a Levite saw the man and passed by on the other side.  

But a Samaritan, too, was going that way, and when he came upon the 

man, he was moved with compassion. He went over to him and treated 

his wounds with oil and wine and wrapped them with bandages. Then he 

put him on his own mount and brought him to an inn where he took care 

of him. The next day he had to set off, but he gave two silver coins to the 

innkeeper and told him: “Take care of him and whatever you spend on 

him, I will repay when I come back.”  

Jesus then asked, "Which of these three, do you think, made himself 

neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" The teacher of 

the Law answered, "the one who had mercy on him." And Jesus said, "Go 

then and do the same." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Leader: In silence (approximately 10 minutes) we reflect on this text and 

image, asking ourselves: How is Jesus calling me to recognize and accept 

my personal vulnerability, to embrace cultural differences (ethnic, 

national, generational, gender-based), and to radically live my 

consecrated life as a SSpS today?  
 

(After this time of silence, we can share some reflections/prayers.) 
 

Prayer: Our Father  
 

Song (chosen by the prayer leader) 
 
 

Closing Prayer (page 5)  

 


